
The “Decides” of Paris 

ADOPTION OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT 

I. ADOPTION 

1. Decides to adopt the Paris Agreement under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(hereinafter referred to as “the Agreement”) as contained in the annex;  

7. Decides to establish the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Paris Agreement under the same arrangement, mutatis 

mutandis, as those concerning the election of officers to the Bureau of the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Durban 

Platform for Enhanced Action; 

8. Also decides that the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Paris Agreement shall prepare for the entry into force of the 

Agreement and for the convening of the first session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the 

Parties to the Paris Agreement; 

9. Further decides to oversee the implementation of the work programme resulting from the relevant requests 

contained in this decision 

11. Decides that the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Paris Agreement shall hold its sessions starting in 2016 in 

conjunction with the sessions of the Convention subsidiary bodies and shall prepare draft decisions to be 

recommended through the Conference of the Parties to the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the 

Parties to the Paris Agreement for consideration and adoption at its first session; 

II. INTENDED NATIONALLY DETERMINED CONTRIBUTIONS 

20. Decides to convene a facilitative dialogue among Parties in 2018 to take stock of the collective efforts of Parties in 

relation to progress towards the long-term goal referred to in Article 4, paragraph 1, of the Agreement and to inform 

the preparation of nationally determined contributions pursuant to Article 4, paragraph 8, of the Agreement; 

III. DECISIONS TO GIVE EFFECT TO THE AGREEMENT 

25. Decides that Parties shall submit to the secretariat their nationally determined contributions referred to in Article 4 

of the Agreement at least 9 to 12 months in advance of the relevant meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving 

as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement with a view to facilitating the clarity, transparency and 

understanding of these contributions, including through a synthesis report prepared by the secretariat; 

32. Decides that Parties shall apply the guidance mentioned in paragraph 31 above to the second and subsequent 

nationally determined contributions and that Parties may elect to apply such guidance to their first nationally 

determined contribution; 

33. Also decides that the Forum on the Impact of the Implementation of response measures, under the subsidiary 

bodies, shall continue, and shall serve the Agreement; 



34. Further decides that the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice and the Subsidiary Body for 

Implementation shall recommend, for consideration and adoption by the Conference of the Parties serving as the 

meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement at its first session, the modalities, work programme and functions of the 

Forum on the Impact of the Implementation of response measures to address the effects of the implementation of 

response measures under the Agreement by enhancing cooperation amongst Parties on understanding the impacts 

of mitigation actions under the Agreement and the exchange of information, experiences, and best practices amongst 

Parties to raise their resilience to these impacts; 

35. Decides that the guidance under paragraph 31 above shall ensure that double counting is avoided on the basis of 

a corresponding adjustment by both Parties for anthropogenic emissions by sources and/or removals by sinks 

covered by their nationally determined contributions under the Agreement; 

48. Decides on the continuation of the Warsaw International Mechanism for Loss and Damage associated with 

Climate Change Impacts, following the review in 2016; 

53. Decides that, in the implementation of the Agreement, financial resources provided to developing countries 

should enhance the implementation of their policies, strategies, regulations and action plans and their climate change 

actions with respect to both mitigation and adaptation to contribute to the achievement of the purpose of the 

Agreement as defined in Article 2; 

54. Further decides that, in accordance with Article 9, paragraph 3, of the Agreement, developed countries intend to 

continue their existing collective mobilization goal through 2025 in the context of meaningful mitigation actions and 

transparency on implementation; prior to 2025 the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to 

the Paris Agreement shall set a new collective quantified goal from a floor of USD 100 billion per year, taking into 

account the needs and priorities of developing countries; 

56. Decides to initiate, at its twenty-second session, a process to identify the information to be provided by Parties, in 

accordance with Article 9, paragraph 5, of the Agreement with the view to providing a recommendation for 

consideration and adoption by the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris 

Agreement at its first session; 

57. Also decides to ensure that the provision of information in accordance with Article 9, paragraph 7 of the 

Agreement shall be undertaken in accordance with modalities, procedures and guidelines referred to in paragraph 96 

below; 

59. Decides that the Green Climate Fund and the Global Environment Facility, the entities entrusted with the 

operation of the Financial Mechanism of the Convention, as well as the Least Developed Countries Fund and the 

Special Climate Change Fund, administered by the Global Environment Facility, shall serve the Agreement; 

63. Decides that the guidance to the entities entrusted with the operations of the Financial Mechanism of the 

Convention in relevant decisions of the Conference of the Parties, including those agreed before adoption of the 

Agreement, shall apply mutatis mutandis; 

64. Also decides that the Standing Committee on Finance shall serve the Agreement in line with its functions and 

responsibilities established under the Conference of the Parties; 



67. Decides to strengthen the Technology Mechanism and requests the Technology Executive Committee and the 

Climate Technology Centre and Network, in supporting the implementation of the Agreement, to undertake further 

work relating to, inter alia: (a) Technology research, development and demonstration; (b) The development and 

enhancement of endogenous capacities and technologies; 

69. Decides that the Technology Executive Committee and the Climate Technology Centre and Network shall report 

to the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement, through the subsidiary 

bodies, on their activities to support the implementation of the Agreement; 

70. Also decides to undertake a periodic assessment of the effectiveness of and the adequacy of the support 

provided to the Technology Mechanism in supporting the implementation of the Agreement on matters relating to 

technology development and transfer; 

72. Decides to establish the Paris Committee on Capacity-building whose aim will be to address gaps and needs, 

both current and emerging, in implementing capacity-building in developing country Parties and further enhancing 

capacity-building efforts, including with regard to coherence and coordination in capacity-building activities under the 

Convention; 

73. Also decides that the Paris Committee on Capacity-building will manage and oversee the work plan mentioned in 

paragraph 74 below; 

74. Further decides to launch a work plan for the period 2016–2020 with the following activities: 

(a) Assessing how to increase synergies through cooperation and avoid duplication among existing bodies 

established under the Convention that implement capacity-building activities, including through collaborating with 

institutions under and outside the Convention; 

(b) Identifying capacity gaps and needs and recommending ways to address them; 

(c) Promoting the development and dissemination of tools and methodologies for the implementation of capacity-

building; 

(d) Fostering global, regional, national and subnational cooperation 

(e) Identifying and collecting good practices, challenges, experiences, and lessons learned from work on capacity-

building by bodies established under the Convention; 

(f) Exploring how developing country Parties can take ownership of building and maintaining capacity over time and 

space; 

(g) Identifying opportunities to strengthen capacity at the national, regional, and subnational level; 

(h) Fostering dialogue, coordination, collaboration and coherence among relevant processes and initiatives under the 

Convention, including through exchanging information on capacity-building activities and strategies of bodies 

established under the Convention 



(i) Providing guidance to the secretariat on the maintenance and further development of the web-based capacity-

building portal; 

75. Decides that the Paris Committee on Capacity-building will annually focus on an area or theme related to 

enhanced technical exchange on capacity-building, with the purpose of maintaining up-to-date knowledge on the 

successes and challenges in building capacity effectively in a particular area; 

80. Decides that the inputs to the Paris Committee on Capacity-building will include, inter alia, submissions, the 

outcome of the third comprehensive review of the implementation of the capacity-building framework, the secretariat’s 

annual synthesis report on the implementation of the framework for capacity-building in developing countries, the 

secretariat’s compilation and synthesis report on capacity-building work of bodies established under the Convention 

and its Kyoto Protocol, and reports on the Durban Forum and the capacity-building portal; 

 85. Decides to establish a Capacity-building Initiative for Transparency in order to build institutional and technical 

capacity, both pre- and post-2020. This initiative will support developing country Parties, upon request, in meeting 

enhanced transparency requirements as defined in Article 13 of the Agreement in a timely manner; 

86. Also decides that the Capacity-building Initiative for Transparency will aim:  

(a)To strengthen national institutions for transparency-related activities in line with national priorities;  

(b) To provide relevant tools, training and assistance for meeting the provisions stipulated in Article 13 of the 

Agreement;  

(c) To assist in the improvement of transparency over time; 

88. Decides to assess the implementation of the Capacity-building Initiative for Transparency in the context of the 

seventh review of the financial mechanism;  

90. Decides that, in accordance with Article 13, paragraph 2, of the Agreement, developing countries shall be 

provided flexibility in the implementation of the provisions of that Article, including in the scope, frequency and level of 

detail of reporting, and in the scope of review, and that the scope of review could provide for in-country reviews to be 

optional, while such flexibilities shall be reflected in the development of modalities, procedures and guidelines 

referred to in paragraph 92 below;  

91. Also decides that all Parties, except for the least developed country Parties and small island developing States, 

shall submit the information referred to in Article 13, paragraphs 7, 8, 9 and 10, as appropriate, no less frequently 

than on a biennial basis, and that the least developed country Parties and small island developing States may submit 

this information at their discretion;  

98. Decides that the modalities, procedures and guidelines developed under paragraph 92 above, shall be applied 

upon the entry into force of the Paris Agreement;  

99. Also decides that the modalities, procedures and guidelines of this transparency framework shall build upon and 

eventually supercede the measurement, reporting and verification system established by paragraphs 40 to 47 and 60 



to 64 of decision 1/CP.16 and paragraph 12 to 62 of decision 2/CP.17 immediately following the submission of the 

final biennial reports and biennial update reports;  

103. Decides that the committee referred to in Article 15, paragraph 2, of the Agreement shall consist of 12 members 

with recognized competence in relevant scientific, technical, socio-economic or legal fields, to be elected by the 

Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement on the basis of equitable 

geographical representation, with two members each from the five regional groups of the United Nations and one 

member each from the small island developing States and the least developed countries, while taking into account 

the goal of gender balance;  

IV. ENHANCED ACTION PRIOR TO 2020  

113. Decides that the process referred to in paragraph 110 above should be organized jointly by the Subsidiary Body 

for Implementation and the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice and should take place on an 

ongoing basis until 2020;  

114. Also decides to conduct in 2017 an assessment of the process referred to in paragraph 110 above so as to 

improve its effectiveness;  

116. Decides to conduct a facilitative dialogue in conjunction with the twenty-second session of the Conference of the 

Parties to assess the progress in implementing decision 1/CP.19, paragraphs 3 and 4, and identify relevant 

opportunities to enhance the provision of financial resources, including for technology development and transfer and 

capacity building support, with a view to identifying ways to enhance the ambition of mitigation efforts by all Parties, 

including identifying relevant opportunities to enhance the provision and mobilization of support and enabling 

environments;  

121. Agrees to convene, pursuant to decision 1/CP.20, paragraph 21, building on the Lima-Paris Action Agenda and 

in conjunction with each session of the Conference of the Parties during the period 2016–2020, a high-level event 

that: (a) Further strengthens high-level engagement on the implementation of policy options and actions arising from 

the processes referred to in paragraph 110 above and paragraph below, drawing on the summary for policymakers 

referred to in paragraph 112(c) above; (b) Provides an opportunity for announcing new or strengthened voluntary 

efforts, initiatives and coalitions, including the implementation of policies, practices and actions arising from the 

processes referred to in paragraph 110 above and paragraph 125 below and presented in the summary for 

policymakers referred to in paragraph 112(c) above; (c) Takes stock of related progress and recognizes new or 

strengthened voluntary efforts, initiatives and coalitions; (d) Provides meaningful and regular opportunities for the 

effective high-level engagement of dignitaries of Parties, international organizations, international cooperative 

initiatives and non-Party stakeholders;  

122. Decides that two high-level champions shall be appointed to act on behalf of the President of the Conference of 

the Parties to facilitate through strengthened high-level engagement in the period 2016–2020 the successful 

execution of existing efforts and the scaling-up and introduction of new or strengthened voluntary efforts, initiatives 

and coalitions, including by: (a) Working with the Executive Secretary and the current and incoming Presidents of the 

Conference of the Parties to coordinate the annual high-level event referred to in paragraph 121 above; (b) Engaging 

with interested Parties and non-Party stakeholders, including to further the voluntary initiatives of the Lima-Paris 



Action Agenda; (c) Providing guidance to the secretariat on the organization of technical expert meetings referred to 

in paragraph 112(a) above and paragraph 130(a) below;  

123. Also decides that the high-level champions referred to in paragraph 122 above should normally serve for a term 

of two years, with their terms overlapping for a full year to ensure continuity, such that: (a) The President of the 

Conference of the Parties of the twenty-first session should appoint one champion, who should serve for one year 

from the date of the appointment until the last day of the Conference of the Parties at its twenty-second session; (b) 

The President of the Conference of the Parties of the twenty-second session should appoint one champion who 

should serve for two years from the date of the appointment until the last day of the Conference of the Parties at its 

twenty-third session (November 2017); (c) Thereafter, each subsequent President of the Conference of the Parties 

should appoint one champion who should serve for two years and succeed the previously appointed champion whose 

term has ended;  

125. Decides to launch, in the period 20162020, a technical examination process on adaptation;  

126. Also decides that the technical examination process on adaptation referred to in paragraph 125 above will 

endeavour to identify concrete opportunities for strengthening resilience, reducing vulnerabilities and increasing the 

understanding and implementation of adaptation actions;  

127. Further decides that the technical examination process referred to in paragraph 125 above should be organized 

jointly by the Subsidiary Body for Implementation and the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice, 

and conducted by the Adaptation Committee;  

128. Decides that the process referred to in paragraph 125 above will be pursued by: (a) Facilitating the sharing of 

good practices, experiences and lessons learned; (b) Identifying actions that could significantly enhance the 

implementation of adaptation actions, including actions that could enhance economic diversification and have 

mitigation co-benefits; (c) Promoting cooperative action on adaptation; (d) Identifying opportunities to strengthen 

enabling environments and enhance the provision of support for adaptation in the context of specific policies, 

practices and actions;  

129. Also decides that the technical examination process on adaptation referred to in paragraph 125 above will take 

into account the process, modalities, outputs, outcomes and lessons learned from the technical examination process 

on mitigation referred to in paragraph 110 above;  

131. Decides that in conducting the process referred to in paragraph 125 above, the Adaptation Committee will 

engage with and explore ways to take into account, synergize with and build on the existing arrangements for 

adaptation-related work programmes, bodies and institutions under the Convention so as to ensure coherence and 

maximum value;  

132. Also decides to conduct, in conjunction with the assessment referred to in paragraph 120 above, an assessment 

of the process referred to in paragraph 125 above, so as to improve its effectiveness;  

V. NON-PARTY STAKEHOLDERS  

 



VI. ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY MATTERS  

 

 


